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I ncle Sam's Corps of
"Special Field Examin¬
ers" Is Virtually a De¬
tective Agency Whose
Duty It Is to See That
No One Secures a Pen¬
sion Fraudulently.
How They Work and
rhe Schemes They Run
to Earth.A Few In¬
stances of Clever De¬
fective Work.

ROM an isolated
farmhouse u man.

carrying a satchel,
stole early one

morning and made
his way stealth!!,
to a nearby bay. It
was a small Inlet,
shoal and calm,
and on this partic¬
ular morning the
water was so clear

... TTT" 7 that bird tracks
ouid be seen along its edge.
T-Mer the same day a su)t of ciothefl
ontalnlng a cheap watch and a small

. 1.°"^ WHa found O" the beach
"as that some one had

one In bathlng-and never returned, in-
estigatl<« showed that the suit be-

man who had R°ne there

f »*»«"«. Search was made
" ov^a. ra,8ed' bot noT
i"h« scene shifts. 1

In a any ro.m ln a paclflc coast
a man and a woman. The latter is a

-ance medium.- and Just now she is

-'"a"lnJ'toTtr0' °f 3 "BP'rlt' aM 13
peaKing to the man.

*
* *

see a bay.- she says, "peaceful in
ne coming of dawn, calm and clear a
an c°mes hu.Tlng to this place carry-

*th? v
He undresses- « if to go in

.. hlng. No-he only removes his suit

-om theT" °" th<! bea°h' takes anoth"
lhe ba& and puts It on. Then he

eaves. taking the empty satchel
I see this same man on a boat. He
" a western city. I see a woman

'^fierTbJriiD hlm" The>' travel
-ether They go from city to city, as if
c-c man fleeing from something. 1

-t-f the man now in "

These two Incidents formed the print,-

rl tednefh0f a PUy Whi<* Sam

-rea, m
°f dctectlv« with the

money vaults of the Treasury to

.ery dram* i»... .

a m°dern my8-
ecords of that office ,

the

¦r.erely another attemptIfobS.^ "
'on fraudulently, and becc?met b, ,

P

.:vzdrTot eimiiar^ one

rtdle wes,emscuy app.end7orli:inK »° a

;.:-v:ng the usual *ouUne /n
en. $orb^rUm^ksedrthe^Var.'...ether.^rt ""L" T^' *** ^' k

''lT'iVd'?!^ th
"DPllcant hearing

«... -,e buMnstead'of
In the west he encountered the
edium," who. di.xcove-in*

trance

'hlng was v. rong. by careful
*°m*-

earned his stnrv She then
I""!

¦¦ostmaster or his home
K.te to the

ietalls. and I, w
f°r ,urth«

tension bure.,,, 'nw«i '.i. "jat lhe
«nt of the '.urea,, w^di., k"L' An

icrview the woman anrf 71 to ln"
>he "trance scene described"® "d

rom this Information tb« burr..
.»ble to pick ud th*-

wa8

and Is even now lookl^
.or^.nforma.lon, with" 1° To"^

4>

ss1
'iasehof the^ b * ^ hUt ,h'»
ase Of the bureau s work comes ur,

starting an Investigation which leads to
:.e arrest of an Impostor; preparing
umony to be used In court; cLry"*g on
roceedings which result In the Impr,
nment of the malefactor-all thls^d
.ore forms a well recognized part of the

routine work of Car!ng for the naUon ,
--rmy and navy pensioners.
Nor la this class of criminals composed

" iy of men. Women as well .
any of the cases, for with su

* hljh
stakes plenty of people are conatantly
. ntenng this game of chance, ever hoping
that unit day they will succeed in cheat-

^ng^the government out of part of its

Pension appropriations at the present
tun# amount to approximately Ji7S,ooo
l»-0 annually. That represents the total
sum sent to the C20.2U0 persons on the
pension rolls today. And because men
are always to be found who will scale
fences and climb porch pillars that thev
may rob homes; because there are men
who will undermine buildings that thev
may blow up safes, so also there are men

/V

On This"Pow Oe
adx>"fcXSSOGTIAPHS In
Pension Oxnci.
3.E000, 000I^e.nmons Cjceo©
AftxTCftm OutHach^£ar».

ZWJP P evrry means ,he>" kn"«

monev ^ J" °. part of this! money-
monL\ set aside by our national gov¬
ernment for the men who served their
country in her time of need; for the
women who cave fathers, husbands and

for thIS|l?»l tht..ca" °f the po<1 °f w.'ir

f°r I!"'e children whose fathers per¬
ished in the fulHiiment of that service
rhe pension bureau is compelled to

choose a careful nay around the nianv
pitfalis that line its path; to throw out

vef ,; .L"0r. -on one side for Protection.
^?,1"aIn an easy entrance on the

other. Its main source of safety lies
in a corps of about eighty "special field
examiners its general attitude of svm-
Cathy with and a desire to help Its law-

;!! _5ensloners constitutes its right to
confidence.

hJ,*!? system established at the pension
oureau Is one warranted successfully to

fullv % t:riminal let in all right¬
ly.r, C? entrance. From the time

dp:P''catioil is received in the mail-
room of the bureau the course of its
travel Is along systematic lines

.
* *

tbe law division determines
»* nether or not the application is correct
b made. If formal, it goes to the record
diiislon, where a permanent record is
made and It is given a number. From

:h'* P.r, ,'he app'frat'on becomes a

nuniber
designated always by its

SuchXtertdendJUdlCatlnR d,Vl",on rall» rnr

.Mchc,Lrrc:u^Ct,rora
ofrr

-t to3

£&?
and this is sern o ?h,fV n"w "'.ber.

where it is entered . .k
anw division.

Caiman, 4nf^ .ot'M," 'h*

field a^nC^m^^*'"* "special
an investigation.' or th* f*r,T°n make

that the application k.f 7,ay Prove
and the cas#» win ho ri

r'° just claim

tifying the appTicam of Tffisa^'Pr »<"

pla.-edTn'thThandso?.re
whether they deal wtfh r "Pf'ial agents,

ouire further evidence . I?"d '>r "n v re"

these men mutt be Particulariv^T'J''8
their work and hii-. ,

! Mti-d for

hu.a" n.a<"re and motives.6" Sht lnto
«.K|, ..V rtii-i motives.

reau to 'beVe^y* e,Prk ." «¦'' *>-
may giV( a hTn" of Jraui° ,\,,ythlnif ,hat
of ferreting out snth

e rf'al work
to the art*,? ".i1 .JfV.K '*ft lar^ly
picked because of abimi y are Inen

With their duties is Jv. eommensurat

thatam.-. ^nw.n In the facthat amonpr th»- n/st A«i,?W(n ,n thf* fact
have won r,a ion wld fe Rectors who

«ho were pr.-^o,,^i are several

the pension biireau
SIK'r'al aK""»'

But because. as i« tr.0 r

things, a jym.t of str-ngth Is L."" ""V1'
of weakness. the exiMenc. off fhu P U

?
,

f * *
in an obscure southern viliag- a stran-

cer appeared. «l,n entered into conversa¬
tion with the gosBtps at the corner gro
eery. He showed keen interest . .h

Object of G. A. n pensions and it *as
not Ions before he knew uh
pensions and who were then .kin»
plication Then he set >,? ",aki»B ap-

he went to the home of a would he
s.oner, and this is about what he^ud

special fjcaminpr nf th *v
Of p«nsM-ns, sent dow.7ron? Wa
to investigate your claim Th. ^ ."
disinclined to grant you a pension Now
that I see you I, persona'lv fun,-
. late the fact that voTare ,>.^PIT.V
al! the ailments which you claim.^ \n
your application papers

* T'nfort.mo^i
however, your neighbors seem^SSdlUng
to substantUte your statements ^
J " ,;n fa';' fi'ed adverse testimony as
a matter of strict fact, and contidentiaiiv
of course, the bureau has about decided

yoUr cla,m unless I can pre¬
sent sufficient evidence to show them a

pension would be Justified
a

"Hut. of course. 1 shall make a full rp_

gstTir^rir-s-t'ii.'w
culty Is that I am paid per case and elm"
sequentiy will b(, unab^ to ^Ive

w'rs. e"OW much a ease? About
»».o0. Well, of course. If I could ho

r^of that much. I .m consent of bt
ng able to present your case to W'ash-
ington in such a strong light that vou
could not fail to receive your pension
caTlUes-^inUI theeaUVfU,ly e-rtaln lo-

stme taJ? Th. w1 examiner "hlr" fho
same trail. Then it got too warm for

Disbursing Guy OTayxctr, .

"Who SnrwOvr * 180, 000.000 Xacxtlat^.
the first one. l-fe was finally caught and
sent to the penitentiary.
Once there was an itinerant egeglass

salesman. He represented himself as
having been sent by the bureau to grant
an increase in pension to those deserving
it because of defective eyesight. He car¬
ried an "eye-testing outfit," whose chief
object was a prismatic lens, and this,
when held before the eyes of the victim,
brought the question: "What do you
see ?"
Naturally, the answer came, in a wor¬

ried voice, "I see two of you, doctor."
or "There are two pictures alike on the
wall yonder."
And then would come the answer, "Sad,

sad; you will be blind if you are not care¬
ful. You are afflicted with a cataract,
and must wear glasses. I have some.
They will cost you $10, but it is the only
hope left."
This trick succeeded, until the bureau

learned of it. The glasses, incidentally,
which the man sold for $10 a pair, cost
him $1.08 per dozen.
So much for the field of the "special

examiner." Those who live by their wits
have found, to their financial advance¬
ment, that those who have but a ft-w dol¬
lars a month on which to exist will go to
almost any lengths to insure its contin¬
uance. And fear is ever the best friend of
the crook.
As for the cases dealing with fraudulent

attempts to obtain pensions, there are
great bound volumes at the pension bu¬
reau which deal with nothing e'se, and
which form a valuable and treasured ad¬
dition to the records of that ofli< e. Most
of them deal with unsuccessful attempts;
some few with cases where the fraud was
detected only after several years. But
each is a silent record of the constant
vigilance which the bureau maintains that
the millions at its disposal each year may

not be expended wrongly.
It is only by constant alertness that

Fncle Sam's pocketbook remains intact,
for with a hundred-and-seventy-four-mil-
lion dollar bait, few are the criminally in¬
clined who will not nibble.
To the members of the pension bureau

force who come in actual contact -with
these cases, they divide thertiselves into
given types. The man who has Investi¬
gated many can tell very quickly Just
about what turn a case will take shortly
after he commences work upon it.
The man who impersonates another is

the commonest of all. and in such a case
as this the government must produce
actual persons familiar with the mail im¬
personated. Hundreds of such cases have
brought this type to the dead level of
monotony, so far as the investigators of
the bureau are concerned, and it is only
when some new or amusing point is
brought out in the trial that the case

Signogra"pk,
3y"w5nck Txjt Checks
are.slguidat ojcitlme. .

even impresses itself upon their memory.
Such a one is told by a man who has
given more than a quarter of a century
of hfs lifetime to the bureau.
A Confederate soldier, who was a

member of a Tennessee regiment that
performed signal service during the
civil war. applied for a pension by im¬
personating a man of similar name
who had served in the Union ranks.
At the trial there were comrades of
the Confederate soldier, who had serv¬
ed with him, and knew him to be an ex-
Confederate soldier.
Then there were Federal soldiers, men
who had served with the Union soldier
and testified that the claimant was not
their comrade. Still the man held his
ground.

*
lie *

The wife of the Union soldier testi¬
fied that the claimant was "riot the man
I married." Still the man persisted in
his claim. But finally a quaint character
from Alabama took the stand. He testi¬
fied that the Union soldier had died in
a cabin on Big Coon creek. Ala., and
was buried in Ship's graveyard on the
banks of that stream.

"I went for his coffin." the old man
said. "I couldn't tote it up the hill¬
side to where dc cabin was, so I toted
de body down to de coffin. Den I toted
it ober to de graveyard, and den I
shobeled in de dirt. Den I rolled a big
lime rock ober de head o' dat coffin,
and it's thar yit. And dat." pointing to
the prisoner, "ain't de man I buried "

The man Was, of course, found guilty,

!t
Logical?

Secretary Jo-
sephus Daniels of
the Navy Depart¬
ment recently told
a story to some
North Carolina
friends of the late
"Dick" Thompson^
former Secretary of
the Navy.
"Mr?. Thompson

was not aware that
her husband was

likely to he made
Secretary," related
Mr. Daniels, "until

she read a newspaper account of the
probable appointment. She went to a

friend of hers with the paper in her
hand and astonishment written on her
face.
" 'What!* she explained, 'Dirk be made

Secretary of the Navy? Why, he can't
even swim!'"

Titles, Ah, Titles!
For the little so¬

cial amenities that,
like pneumatic tires,
temper the harsh
Jolts along the
rough road of Wash¬
ington political life,
commend ua to the
members of the
House.
The other day as

one of the elevators
In the House office
building halted at
the second floor a
gentleman stepped
aboard.

"Good morning. General." be excltlnMd,
bowing to another gentleman in the car.

"Good morning. Governor, good morn¬
ing," replied the second gentleman with
a most enga^ing smile.
The long-haired rube with the ten-dayexcursion ticket from the huckleberrysection effaced himself in the corner of

the car and gazed at them in open-mouthed awe.
"Who's them there folks?" he whis¬

pered tremulously to a passing janitor
as the two gentlemen swept down the
corridor.
"Dem's Mr. Congressman Treadwayf um Massir husitts an* Mr. CongressmanAdamson f'um Gcorgy," replied the

darky!

Can It Be?
It was just the

other day when
Represen tative
Linthicum of Mary¬
land burst upon the
floor of the House
with the speed of a

telegram.
"Where's Repre¬

sentative Hay of
Virginia?" he ex¬

claimed, collaring
the first man he
ran into, after
sweeping his eye in
vain search over

the iloor. 1 want to see him Immediately,
quick, right away!"

"I don't know," peevishly replied the
collared member. "You're the fifth man
that's asked me for Jim Hay in the
fifteen minutes I've been standing here.
1 don't keep him in my pocket."
"1 think that's Mr. Hay up there in

the Speaker's chair," urnidly piped a

new member. not yet dry behind the ears,
as Uncle Joe Cannon puts It. "Clark
called him up there when he went out
half an hour ago

"

And, behold, there. In the Speaker's
chair, the most conspicuous object In the
chamber, sat Mr. Hay. holding down the
job while the Speaker got Ills lunch.
They couldn't see him for his promi¬
nence.

From His Viewpoint.
Prof. Walter

Hough, curator of
ethnology In the
National Museum,
tells about a Chi¬
nese laundryman
whom he met dur¬
ing one of his trips
to the far west.
Wun Lung was

trying to explain
something about the
President, but was

at a loss to know
by what title the
chief executive

Bhonld be called. He had heard the name
of Great Father bestowed upon the head
of the nation; but Prof. Hough did not
comprehend the Chinaman's meaning
when he so alluded to Mr. Wilson. Wun
Lung jabbered and Hough wondered till
at last a bright thought struck the celes¬
tial.

.*l mean man down in White House at
Washington what you call this,'* exclaim¬
ed Wun Lung at last in triumph. And to
illustrate his meaning he dug behind a
Josh image on his shelf of punk sticks,
dragging out an Episcopal prayer book
and opening at the Lord's prayer. Here

what I mean.Our Father, who art in
heaven,' that what Wun Lung mean.all
samee head man in Washington."
v\nd Prof. Hough vanished to go on a

search for the right angle of a protoplasmbisected by an aesophagus of a ptero¬dactyl.

A Vicarious Job.
Senator Thomas I

Walsh of Montana
hails from a big
country, and ono of
the few in which
the Indian is still
remaining on res¬
ervations. In his
state are what are
thought to be the
fiercest of the red¬
skin tribes, the
Cheyennes. while
another famous
agency is that o#
the Rosebud In¬

dians. From a grazing state, ovsr whi.;h
once roamed immense herds of cattie,
this country is rapidly becoming agri¬
cultural.
In such a prosperous community there

is always plenty of work to be found,
but the senator tells a story of a man
out his way who did his work vicariously.
Jim Jones was a ne'er-do-well; foaling
his principal occupation and sponging on
others his only industry. He never dis-
plaved any energy except at meals.
His brother did most of the supporting

of the entire family, but at one time
even that dOwn-trodden member hap¬
pened not to have any position. Jim
lounged about, grouching at his hard
luck. Then one day he met the senator
and a smile as bright as a new engage¬
ment ring illuminated his rusty counte-
nance.
"Why, Jim, you seem happy!" ex¬

claimed the senator. "What's the glad
news? Must have had some good luck
come your way."
"I have!" cried Jim. throwing out his

chest with pride. "My brother has Just
gotten a new job!"

but it took eight witnesses to do it, and
they had to be found by the govern¬
ment at the cost of both time and
money.
Another type equally as familiar to

the bureau staff is the "camp follower."
of which the ensuing: is but a single
one of many other cases as striking.

*
* *

A boy, seventeen when the civil war

opened, asked permission of his father
to enlist, and was refused. So, running
away, he joined a regiment. He was

caught, however, and for his offense
sent to live with an uncle in the coun¬

try. But it so happened that here, too,
a regiment was being formed; and
when it left the boy followed.
He had not enlisted, and at no time

did lie carry a musket or see active
service, but by simply keeping with the

company throughout its existence be¬
came what was known as a "camp fol¬
lower." With the close of the war he
returned home, a "soldier honorably
mustered out."
Knowing full well the entire history

of the company in question he was able
to give glowing accounts of the forced
marches, scouting parties and encoun¬

ters with the enemy, in which lie had,
he said, taken part. He was soon a

hero among the group of soldiers in
his home town, and when the G. A. R.
was formed became a prominent mem¬
ber.
Then, one time, the question of cer¬

tificates of honorable discharge was

brought up. Where was his? Un¬
fortunately. he had lost It, he said, and
went on to recite just how it had
occurred. His comrades advised getting
a duplicate from the War Department.
He finally agreed to obtain one.

So. writing to the department, ho set

forth certain facts, and was soon in re¬

ceipt of the treasured paper which
proved his honorable discharge. But
it was not in his name, a fact, however,
soon explained by stating that he had
been forced to enlist uniier an assumed
name, due to parental disapproval.
About *his time, too, he applied for a

pension, having been wounded. It was

granted. For two years after that he
received each quarter a voucher from
the United States government for
money due him as a pensioner. Tie
might be doing so yet but for a mis¬
carried letter. The letter was addressed
to th» man whose name appeared in his
certificate of honorable discharge, and
also on his pension papers, but was sent
to another man of similar name living
elsewhere.

* *

Inquiry followed the receipt of the
letter, and, upoin .the heels of that, in¬
vestigation. It'Then developed that the
mar who received the letter was draw¬
ing a pension, and for the same service
claimed by the man to whom the letter
had been intended! The "hero" and "G.
A. R. veteran" when confronted with
his guilt conlessed to having uKen tuis
other man's name because he knew of
his record and could, therefore, safely
impersonate him.
There is one case on record of a inan

having drawn four pensions at one and
the same time, while his wife yet drew
another. The man, a negro janitor in
Philadelphia, had seen service in the
army, and was therefore entitled to
one. Two of the other pensions were
being drawn for dead men, while the
rightful recipient of the fourth resided
in an almshouse.
With this couple lived a man and his

wife, the former receiving a pension.
Upon his death, his widow received
compensation from the government. But
when she died, nobody notified the
bureau. Instead the vouchers were
signed each quarter by the janitor's
wife.
Hardly less active in their attempts

to wrest money from the government
are certain women whom war has sup¬
posedly deprived of a means of support.
Widows" by the hundreds apply each

year for pensions. And in connection
with this part of the bureau's work is
a sidelight both amusing and tragic, ac-
cording to the viewpoint Among' the
files of the office are instants, sufficient
to make them fair y commonplace, of
women who have applied for a widow's
pension, believing absolutely in the jus-

tice of their claim, who were later
forced to admit the fickleness* of man.

For example, as many as three women
have applied for a pension, all declar¬
ing they were the widow of the stmt
man. nd all believing it. when investi¬
gation showed thnt but on© had a legal
claim.
Or, a woman has applied for a widow e

pension later to And out that her hu?
band was not even dead, but Instead
wa? living elsewhere with another
"wife."
Such cases as the** are by no m^an.T

fraudulent, but merely show the wl<*o
range of rases which come to the office
and illustrate, in addition, the fact that
many of them form far from pleasant
chapters in the life of the bureau Un¬
wittingly and unintentionally the bureau
has unearthed many a fact which h.uj
brought sorrow to at least one woman
About twenty-five years ago a law wis

passed by Congress which removed the
limitation as to date of filing of certain
claims for widows' pension, no matt-
how long th»> husband had been fV,.,
When this law went into effect th">
sands of applications came into the
flee, and rnan\ were justly allowed. Hut
with the rightful claims ame scores
fraudulent ones. Such a one was the
case of the woman who claimed to bo
the widow of :C veteran who died near'
twenty-flve y?Mr* before Her claim v,^
allowed and $4,00<> paid her. the tot:<l
amount due as a monthly pension s'r
the date of his actual death. Later :t
developed that, the woman was no re!.,
tion even of the dead soldier She whs
convicted and the greater portion of ti
money recovered.
Such eases as these came up wl»b stu

tling regularity at the time of the pas¬
sage of this act. So frequently did this
occur. In fact, that some persons even
claimed the existence of organizations to
forward that end, a belief, however, not
entertained at the bureau. But certain 't
is that many attempts were made to se¬
cure widows* pension, which when In¬
vestigated were found absolutely fraudu¬
lent.
An account of the attempted frauds In

the pension bureau would be Incompletewithout relating one case which shows
more plainly than any other, perhaps, the
almost invisible line that sometimes ex¬
ists between the valid and Invalid olaint
for a pension. It Illustrates also the care
which must constantly be exercised by
the bureau in order not to grant a pen¬sion to one unworthy, nor yet deny It to
one by whom it is deserved.

*
* *

An application for a pension came in
from an old veteran. Following the cu?
tomary procedure, a request was sent to
the War Department asking for a verifi¬
cation of the man's statements in h!s te*
timony. The forthcoming report stated
emphatically that the man was dead; had
died in a certain hospital as the result of
a wound received in a certain engage
ment during the war. There was nothing
indefinite in the matter whatever. The
facts were positive, and the man conse
quently. was dead so far as the War De
partment was concerned.
This information was forwarded to the

applicant, who, upon receipt of the lettei
hastily came in person to the pension bu
reau. bringing with him undeniable proof
of his identity. He absolutely and con
clusively proved himself alive and th»>
owner of the name h»a had applied fo
pension under.
Such contradictory statements needed

investigation, and the bureau lost no tim«
in looking into the matter. Little by lit
tie. after much ferreting, this explanation
was unearthed:
During one of the sieges of the civ

war a detachment of Union troops was
sent on a forced march. All unnecessai
accouterments were discarded. During .t

halt, that the men might get a short rest
one of the soldiers caught sight of «

knapsack, which he picked up and took
with him on the rest of the march.
At the end of that march came an «n-

gagement, and the soldier with the kna»
sack was wounded. Upon being taken
the hospital, unconscious, he was regi*
tered by the only identitication found
upon his clothing, the name on the knap
sack. Later he died, and was buried un

der the same name. The man who ap
plied to the pension bureau for a pension
was the rightful owner of that knapsac *

*
* *

There is one man alive toda> ano.

in fact, recently released from th«"

penitentiary, where he served time f'»*

attempting to defraud the pension of

flee, who has perhaps given that bureau
more trouble than any other ten crlm

inals with whom they have ever had

to deal. He was a man of many wives

and of many aliases. He was possessed
of a cold tenacity of purpose, which
sent him back, time and time again,
though foiled repeated y. to try pthe.
frauds on the officials who guard th-

govt*, nment's pension fund. And finallv
he has come to be known unofficiall
among pension officials as 'The *lan

Who Came Back."
He was the son of -in army officer. an«

as -tjuch received a pension as a initio'
while be lived through his early boy
hood with three uncles, one of whom
was a Union veteran. But earl> in lit.
the boy developed into a thief, nh hr »-

$15, with which he purchased a violii
upon which he was destined to becom*
a wonderful performer.
In early manhood he married hi>

first wife. But shortly thereafter, con

vieted of stealing, he was sent to

prison, and during his term then- 1 ¦-

wife married another man. believin
that her first husband's imprisonmei..
legally terminated the ceremony.
So, when "The Man Who Came Ba«U

was released he promptly sought oui

second wife, and it is at this po;»
that the pension office enters the st«y
His first attempted fraud on th.-

bureau occurred when he induced
second spouse to apply for a pensi
by impersonating the mother of one
his three uncles who had died.
While the -i was thus encac

"The Man Who Came Back" set abou
launching other schemes for pensio
frauds. About that time numerous ad
vertisements were published, asking
for Information concerning the where
abouts of various old soldiers. Thes>
the young schemer answered, forginc
the names of the missing men. Bui
the schemes of the young man and b:
wife fell through. Kach was caught
The man was sent to prison for fo'i
years; the woman was fined $1,000. And
when sentence was passed on the man
another case was pending asrainst liim
for having impersonated his dead uncle
and having applied for a pension ir
the dead man's name. But this rase
was nolle prossed.

With his sentence behind him. which
had proved to be no deterrent in his case

"The Man Who Came Back" set about de
vising another bout with the pension bu¬
reau. lie happened to fall in with an old
soldier, and managed to get a copy of ti"
veteran's discharge papers, on the plea
that he would help him obtain a pension.
But. instead of doing this, the man who
was hardly out of Jail for pension frauds
applied for a pension, using the veteran's
name. And for the first time in bis law¬
less career his scheme succeeded, tor he
obtained the pension.
Still he was not satisfied, and four

months later he applied for an increase,
and the pension officials started an inves¬
tigation. Fearing that the officials wer*
hard on his heels, 'The Man Who Came
Back'* gave out that he was going to visit
a sick sister, but, instead, went to Iowa,
where he gained admittance to a soldiers'
home by Impersonating still another vet¬
eran.
For months he remained in hiding under

the very noses of the pension bureau,
and at their expense all the time, and
then he set about devising a scheme to
make the officials believe he was dead.
To do th s he made the acquaintance of

a newspaper man. To the reporter he told
a yarn of having found a body boating in
the D»s Moines river. He said there were
pension papers in the clothes worn by the
i-orpse. and the name which he said was
on the papers was the name under which
he had applied for and been granted a

pension.
The scheme worked for a while. But,

still anxious to filch more from the gov¬
ernment, the bogus veteran wrote to the
commissioner of pensions in connection
with still another fake application. His
handwriting was recognized, and he was
traced to a final capture, and sent to
spend another five years in prison, from
which be has just been released.


